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Sir: 

In the Office Action of August 8, 2006, the Examiner 
rejected claims 1-4, 9, 13-15 and 17-20 as being anticipated by 
U.S. 5,911,210 (Brody et al) . The remaining claims were rejected 
as obvious over Brody et al in view of secondary references . These 
rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Both claims 1 and 21, the only independent claims, recite 
a microstructure keeping larger particles out of the liquid and 
slowing down smaller particles in the separating areas. The 
Examiner stated that Brody discloses a microstructure retaining 
larger particles and inherently slowing smaller particles and 
referred to column 3, lines 50-52, column 7, lines 32-36 and column 
8, lines 58-59. 

Column 3, lines 50-52 refers to the term microfilter and 
its abilities to keep particles of 0.1 microns or 0.01 microns from 
a fluid stream. Column 7, lines 32-36 refer to analysis of the 
filtrate and column 8, lines 58-59 refers to reverse flow through 
the filtrate to remove particles stuck on or near the barrier 



